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THESE TIMES. 


The Spirit ſpeaketh exprefily, # bt in the latter n 
ſome ſhall depart | the Faith, giving heed 
70 ſeducing Spirits, and Doftrines of Devils 
ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocriſy. Tim. iv. 1. 


In ſpecie fictae ji a Tons, fient reliquae virtutes, 
ia pietas inefſe non poteſt; cum qud ſimul & 
© ſan&itatem & religionem tolli neceſſe eſt : quibus 
ſublatis, perturbatio vitae ſequitur & magna 


confuſio. Cicero de Nat. Deor. haud procul 
ab initio. 
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Antichriſtian Freethinkers 


. OF THESE TIMES. 


= 


GENTLEMEN, 

T is neither a Diſhonour to the Goſpel, 
nor an Honour to you, that Chriſti- 
anity hath been often defended, and 

yet the Conviction of Unbelieyers remains 
ſtill unfiniſhed. You would not, I dare ſay, 
allow it to be a good Proof, that no ſuch 
things as Truth and Right are in the World, 
becauſe both the one and the other meet 
with frequent and ſtrong Oppoſition. Why 
then ſhould leſs Candour be ſhown to Re- 
ligion? The real Intereſt of Man is far from 
being always the ruling Principle of his Con- 
duct: Paſſion and Prejudice certainly operate 


upon him with no ſmall Power, and may 


B therefore 
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therefore operate againſt Religion. Snppoſe 


Chriſtianity were a Religion as true and uſe- 
ful as you yourſelves could imagine: Would 
univerſal Acceptance be the certain Conſe- 
quence? You know yourſelves too well to 
think it, you know Mankind too well to ſay 
it. All are not good and wilc, neither can you 
invent any Expedient ſufficient to make them 
ſo. Now conſider the Caſe as it really is. 
The Goſpel is propoſed to the whole Human 
Race, compoſed of Good and Bad, and of 
various Degrees of both. Some will be a- 
gainſt it becauſe it condemns their Vices: 
Others becauſe it obſtructs their worldly In- 


tereſts: Some becauſe it threatens a future 


State of Puniſhments, which they have too 
much Cauſe to fear they deſerve: And ma- 
ny becauſe they will be miſled by ill Ex- 
ample, to deſpiſe what they have not been at 
the Pains to underſtand. All theſe will have 
their Objections againſt Chriſtianity 3 and 
their Objections, although unſupported by 
Reaſon, may make a fair Appearance, and 
Wit may ſupply the want of Argument. 
Writers therefore may write againſt it plau- 
ſibly, and Readers may read what is written 
inattentively, and ſo the Religion of the 
Meſſiah Jeſus may loſe much of its Eſteem 

undeſervedly. 


(30 
undeſervedly. From whence it is eaſy to 
perceive, that, as the Apoſtles Paul and Petey 0 xt, 
have foretold, there: muſt be Hereſies, and 2 Per wii 
there ſhall come in the laſt days Sroffers;* 
and theſe may, indeed, diſgrace the Goſpel, 
though they cannot diſcredit it. 


TRuTH is not the leſs Truth for being 
miſunderſtood and denied. The Philoſo- 
phers of Greece were greatly divided in 
their Opinions of Natural Religion, neither 
was there ſo much as one of them who gave 
| a juſt Account of it: Yet a natural Religion 
really exiſted all the while. In the Days of 
our Charles II. Atheiſm was in Vogue, and 
the Wit of his profligate Court was employed 
to run down Religion at large. But in ſpite 
of all their Jeſts, a God and a true Reli- 
gion there was and is. In our Times ſeveral 
Perſons of Learning and Wir, have thought 
fit ſometimes to argue againſt, ſometimes 
to laugh at Chriſtianity; and their Succeſs 
alas! is too ſenſible not to be felt. hes 
Depravity of the Age is indeed a Witneſs, 
ſhameful Witneſs X the Efficacy of thei 
Art. 


4 WHILST | 


(4) 
WulLsr ſuch Endeavours are uſed to 

bring our National Religion into Contempt, 
when ſo much Miſchief hath actually enſued, 
not to defend nor avow Chrif, were in 
a Degree to deny Him before Men. When 
Profaneneſs dares openly bolt her Argu- 
ments, Faith ſhould have a Tongue to check 
her Pride. At this time particularly, Gen- 
tlemen, I chuſe to lay before you ſome- 
thing that I have to offer in Behalf of Chri- 


ſtianity, becauſe a pretended Friend hath un- 
dertaken to defend it on purpoſe to expoſe 


it. He artfully holds the Maſque before 
the Satyr's Grin, and honours Religion juſt 
as Cervantes docs Knight-errantry. For in 


Reality to ſay that Chriſtianity is not found- 


ed on Argument, but on ſomething better, 
1s a Stroke of Irony too coarſe to eſcape 


the Notice of thoſe who cannot find in their 


Hearts to like the glad Tidings of great Joy, 
and have occaſion for ovary Pretence to 
gainſay. LE 


Non tali Auxilio, nec Defenſoribus 2 
Tempus get. — 


Let the Mock- Apologiſt take his ſpiritualized 
Refinements again, The Cauſe of Chri/? 
diſowns 


(41 
diſowns them. Reaſon and Argument are 
the proper Armour of the Goſpel, and by 
them it is invincible. The Scoffs of Li- 
bertines, and the Sneers of Scorners, may 
diſhonour, may annoy rhe Church of 
Chriſt ; but neither they, nor even the 
Gates of Hell can ever prevail againſt it. 


TI can eaſily imagine you have been made 
not alittle merry by your Friend in Maſque- 
rade, and have enjoyed the Jeft of giving 
Chriſtianity a ſurer Foundation than that of 
Argument. But be he ever ſo much a 
Wit, and you ever ſo much in Glee, I am 
reſolved to be ſerious, when I ſpeak of the 
Religion of my Country; nor ſhall I be 
much concerned that the Laugh is. on his 
Side, while Reaſon is on mine. I promiſe 
myſelf I can give voſitive Proof to any ſc- 
rious Perſon, that Chriſtianity is founded 
on Argument: But I pretend not to con- 
vince all thoſe who can be ſo merry out of 
Seaſon, as to turn Religion itſelf to Farce; 
neither do I expect to make the Truth clear 
beyond Poſſibility of Cavil. Objectors a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity there will be, for the 
ſame reaſon that Hobbes diſputed the Prin- 
ciples of Geometry, and goilus quarrelled 

with 


(6) 
with Homer. What is then to be done in 
this Caſe by thoſe who love the Lord 
Feſus? Why they muſt lay his ſaving 
Truth before the World, devoutly hoping 
to enlighten ſome of the Unbelievers, and 
to confirm the Faithful. 


You, Gentlemen, 2 to reverence 
Truth, and declare yourſelves open to fair 
Reaſoning. I deſire no more. To con- 
vert without convincing, I expect not: And 
therefore all I beg is a full Hearing, with 
theſe candid Allowances, that it is in any 

caſe much eaſier to object than to prove, 
and that my Cauſe is not to be certainly 
concluded indefenſible, if by me it be ill 
defended. My Intention is to ſhew that 
Chriſtianity is a Rational Religion, and I 
addreſs myſelf to you, Gentlemen, becauſe 
you value yourſelves for your Regard to 
Reaſon, and declare yourſelves at variance 
with Chriſtianity, under pretence that Chri- 
ſtianity is at variance with Reaſon. In 
which Opinion you will have a Plea ſtrong 
cnough to ſupport you 3 if the Poſition of a 
late Writer be granted, that Chriſtianity is 
not founded on Argument. For my part, 
I am ſatisfied thus is a pernicious Error, I 


believe 


(7) 


believe I can prove it to be one, and in 


this Belief I intreat your Attention, for the 


ſake of Truth I intreat it, whilſt I endea- 
vour to ſhew, 


F Ins r, from the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, that Chriſtianity muſt be founded 
on Argument. 


- SECONDLY, from the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament, that it actually is ſo 
founded. And, 


LASTLY, that the Argument is conclu- 


five, and of conſequence the Chriſtian Faith 
a rational Faith. 


IN the firſt place: Whoever reads the 
Sacred Books of the Old Teſtament, with 
the Attention due to them, muſt obſerve 
that Notice is given throughout them of 
an extraordinary Perſon ſome time to ap- 
pear in the World. That Notice is at firſt 
indeterminate and obſcure; but in the Pro- 
greſs of the Few2/h State opens itſelf by 
degrees, till at length, when the fixed Pe- 
riod of Time draws nigh, it becomes very 
particular and clear. Soon after the Cre- 
| | ation, 


(8) 
ation, this grand Scene of Providence begins 
with the ſolemn Denunciation againſt 
Gen. iii. the Inſtrument of Man's Fall. 7 will put 
15. enmity between thee and the Woman, and 
between thy Seed and her Seed : It ſhall 
bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
Heel. The ſame is afterwards carried on, 
and farther unfolded by the following Pro- 
—— xxii. miſes and Predictions. In thy Seed ſhall 
1 all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
xi The Sceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, 
" nor a Lawgiver from between his Feet, 
until Shiloh come, and unto him ſhall the 
Numb. gathering of the People be. There ſhall 
_ '7* come a STAR out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
frall riſe out of Iſrael — Out of Jacob 
ſhall come He that ſhall have Dominion. 
Dent, Twill raiſe them up a Prophet from among 
xvii. 18, heir Brethren, like unto thee; and will 
put my Words in his Mouth, and he ſhall 
ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall com- 
mand him. And it ſball come to paſs, 
that whoſoever will not hearken unto my 
Words, which he ſball ſpeak in my Name, 
Twill require it of him. Hitherto we have 
no more than general Prophecies, that a 
very eminent Perſonage ſhould ariſe of 
Fewiſh Race, and at the Expiration of the 


Fewiſ 


(93. 
Jeuiſb Government; and that he ſhould 
be ſignally beneficial to the Nations of the 
Earth. The Meſſiah is as little diſcernible 
to human Underſtanding by theſe Promiſes 
alone, as any Perſon at a great Diſtance is 
_ diſtinguiſhable to a human Eye. But as 
when a Perſon ſeen at a diſtance approaches 
nearer and nearer, his Form and Features 
become more and more conſpicuous : So 
in the ſucceeding Prophecies the Meſliah is 


more expreſsly foretold, and more W 
deſcribed. 


IT is neceſſary therefore to procced to 
the next Stage of Prophecy, which is in 


the Days of David and Solomon. There 
we find theſe ſeveral Prophetick Declara- 


tions. I will declare the Decree: ThePfim ii. 


Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, * 

this Day have 1 begotten thee. Ask of 

me, and I ſhall give thee the Heathen 

for thine Inheritance, and the utte 

Parts of the Earth for thy arg 

Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and Tau. 

ever : the Sceptre of thy Kingdom is . 

right Sceptre. Thou loveſt Righteouſneſs, 

and hateſt Wickedneſs : : therefore God, 
C th * 


(10) 

_ thy God hath anointed thee with the Oil 
—_ 1. of Cladneſs above thy Fellows. His Name 
ball endure for ever; his Name ſhall be 
continued as long as the Sun: and Men 
fall be bleſſed in him; all Nations ſhall 
Hex call him bleſſed. I have made a Covenant 
with my choſen, I have ſworn unto David 
my Servant. Thy Seed will J eſtabliſh for 
ever, and build up thy Throne to all Ge- 
ek. nerations. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine Enemies thy Foot-ſtool. But it hath 
been objected againſt all theſe Paſſages, that 
they relate to David and Solomon, and to 
them only. So indeed they ſeem to do. 
And yet they certainly are conceived in 
ſuch Terms, as arc not applicable in any 
Senſe to either of thoſe Kings. Beſides, 
the ſucceeding Prophets are the beſt Inter- 
preters of thoſe who have gone before : 
And they manifeſtly explam theſe Prophe- 
cies many Years after by a Stem or Root of 

Zefſe, which was ſtill to put forth itſelf. 


3 


Tuls will be clearly ſeen in the next 
Stage of Prophecy, which begins when the 
Kingdoms of Judah and Tſrael, by the In- 
| | | 8 curſions 


i 
curſions of foreign Enemies, and by Wars 
3 with each other, were in a Decline, and 
ends with the Riſe of the ſecond Temple. 
Before the Babylonian Captivity we have 
ſeveral Prophecies relating to the promiſed 
Deliverer. Unto us a Child is born, unto 5 ix? 

1 a Son is given, and the Government Halls. 
be upon his Shoulder: and his Name ſhall be 
called, Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince 
of Peace. Of the Increaſe of his Govern- 
ment and Peace there ſhall be no End, 
upon the Throne of David, and upon his 
Kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it 
with Judgment and with Fuſtice, from 
henceforth even for ever: the Zeal of the 

Lord of Hoſts will perform this. There xi. 

oy ſhall come forth a Rod out of the Stem of | —_— 

Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out of his 
Roots. And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and 
Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of 
the Fear of the Lord : and jhall make him 
of quick Underſtanding in the Fear of the 
Lord; and he ſhall not judge after the 
S1ght of 5 Eyes, neither reprove after 
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1 | 
the Hearing of his Ears. But with Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove 
with Equity for the meek of the Earth. 
The Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 
and the Leopard ſhall lie down with the 
Kid: and the Calf, and the young Lion, 

and the Fatling together, and a little 
Child ſball lead them. They ſhall 

not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy Moun- 

tam : for the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 

cover the Sea. And in that Day there 

Pall be a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand 

For an Enſign of the People; to it ſhall 

the Gentiles ſeek, and his Reſt ſhall be glo- 

Mai. XxXV- rious. Then the Eyes of the blind ſhall be 
ao opened, and the Ears of the deaf ſhall be 
unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame Man 
leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the 
en dun ſing. Behold my Servant whom I 
6,7. uphold, mine elect in whom my Soul de- 
lighteth : I have put my Spirit upon him, 

he ſhall bring forth Fudgment to the Cen- 

tiles. He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor 

cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Street. 

— He ſhall bring forth Fudgment 
unto Truth. He ſhall not fail, nor be 
d; * 770 ne have ſet Judgment in 


the 


05 13) 
the Earth : and the Iſies ſhall wait for 
his Law. I the Lord have called 
thee in Righteouſneſs, and will hold thine 
Hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a Covenant of the People, for a Light 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind Eyes, 
to bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, 
and them that fit in Darkneſs out of the 
Priſon-houſe. He ſhall grow up before 16. lit. 2, 
him as a tender Plant, and as 4 Root; 8 7 
out of a dry Ground : he hath no Form 
nor Comelineſs : and when we ſhall ſee | 
him, there is no Beauty that we ſhould de- l 
fire him. He is deſpiſed and rejected of l 
Men, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief : and we hid as it were our 
Faces from him; he was deſpiſed and we E 
eſteemed him not. Surely he hath born "4 
our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows; yet 1 
we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of 
God and afflifted. But he was wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 
our Iniquities : The Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes | 
we are healed. All we like Sheep have * 
gone aſtray : we have turned every 'I 
one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the Iniquity of us all. 
5 He 


(14). 

He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his Mouth : he is brought 
as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as 4 
Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he 
openeth not his Mouth. He was taken 
from Priſon and from Fudgment : and 
who ſhall declare his Generation? For 
he was cut off out of the Land of the 
living: for the Tranſzreſſion of my People 
was he ſtricken. And he made his Grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
Death, becauſe he had done no violence, 
neither was any Deceit in his Mouth, 


1 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 


Jerem. 


thou be little among the Thouſands of 
Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that is to be Ruler in Iſ- 
rae] : whoſe goings forth have been from 
. of old, from everlaſting. Behold, the Days 


6 come, faith the Lord, that I will raiſe 


unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall exe- 
cute Fudgment and Fuſtice in the Earth, 
In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and It 
rael ſhall dwell ſafely: and this is his 
Name whereby he ſpall be called, Tus 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


\ 


DURING 


( 15) 


Duni the Babylonian Captivity we 
have the Prophecies of Egeliel and Daniel. 

And it is very remarkable, that when the 

Jeus were in the loweſt Condition they 

had ever becn, ſince they became a Nation, 

and when there was the leaſt Probability. of 

their Re-eſtabliſhment, the Meſliah is then, 

foretold by Name, and the Time of his Ap. 

pearance preciſely fixed, about 550 — 

before the Event. I wzll ſet up one Shep! Ezekiel 

herd over them, and he ſhall feed them, _ 

even my Servant David; he ſhall feed them, 25, 29. 

and he ſhall be their Shepherd. And 7 _— 

the Lord will be their God, and my Sa 

vant David a Prince among them, I the 

Lord have ſpoken it. And 1 will make 

with them a Covenant of Peace.— and I 

will raiſe up for them a Plant of Renown 

And my Servant David ſhall be their 

Prince for ever. Moreover I will make 

with them a Covenant of Peace; it fhall 

be an everlaſting Covenant. I ſawin the Dan. vii. 

Night Viſions, and behold one like the on 

of Man, came with the Clouds of Heaven, 

and came to the Ancient of Days, and they 

brought him near before him. And there 

Las given him Dominion and Glory, and 

a 
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(16) 

a Kingdom; that all People, Nations and 
Languages ſhould ſerve him: his Domi- 
nion is an everlaſting Dominion, which 
fall not paſs away, and his Kingdom, that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed. Seventy 
Dan ix. Weeks are determined upon thy People, and 
2» mpon thy holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſ* 
* ſion, and to make an end of Sins, and 
to make reconciliation for Iniquity, and 

to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and 
to ſeal up the Viſion and Prophecy, and to 
anoint the moſt Holy. Know therefore 
and underſtand, that from the going forth 
of the Commanament to reſtore and to build 
Jeruſalem unto the Mefſiah the Prince, 
fhall be ſeven Weeks; and threeſcore and 
two Weeks the Street ſhall be built again 
and the Wall, even in troublons Times, 
And after threeſtore and two Weeks ſhall 

Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf. 


 AL1TTLE after the Return from Babylon, 
and the Riſe of the ſecond Temple, there 
are theſe Prophecics, clearly preſignifying 
the Advent of the Meſſiah, with ſeveral re- 
mar kable Circumſtances and Conſequences 


| Haggai i, thereof. The Deſire of all Nations ſhall 


% come, and Iwill fill this Houſe with Glory, 
ſaith © 


(1 17) 
faith the Lord of Hoſts—— The Glory of 
this latter Houſe ſball be greater than 
of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; 
and in this Place will T give Peace, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. Rejoice greatly, O 7ecr. 
Daughter of Zion; ſhout, O Daughter 
_ of Jeruſalem; behold thy King cometh unto 
thee: he is. juſt, and having Salvation, 
lowly and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a 
Colt the Foal of an Aſs —— And he ſball 
ſpeak Peace unto the Heathen: and his 
Dominion Gall be from Sea even to Sea, 
and from the River even to the ends of 
the Earth. 


' From the riſing of the Saw, even unto Malachi i. 
the going down of the ſame, my Name Is 
ſhall be great among the Gentiles, and in 

every place Incenſe ſhall be offered unto my 
Name, and a pure Offering: for ny Name 

ſhall be great among the H. eathen, faith 

the Lord of Hoſts. Behold I will ſend ui i. 
my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way 

before me: and the Lord whom ye ſeek, 

fhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even 

the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom ye 
delight in: behold, he ſhall come, faith the 
Lord * Hofs. Behold, Iwill fend you — iv. 5, 

D Elijah s- 
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(18) 
Eli jah the Prophet, before the coming of 


| the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 


And he ſhall turn the Heart of the Fathers 


to the Children, and the Heart of the 


Children to their Fathers, leſt J come and 
ſinite the Earth with a Curſe. 


HERE is a Series of Prophecies, begun 
at the Fall of Man, continued through a 
Courſe of many Ages, and directed to one 
grand Event; to which the very lateſt of 
them were antecedent above 400 Years. 
It is plain theſe Prophecies were deſigned to 
foretell and characterize one and the: fame 
extraordinary Perſon. For he Seed of the 
Woman that ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, 
and the Seed in which all the Nations of 
the Earth foall be bleſſed, and the Shiloh 
to whom the gathering of the People 


Fall be, in the firſt Stage of Prophecy, is in 


the ſecond Stage the Seed to be eſtabliſhed 
for ever; in whom Men ſhall be bleſſed, 
whom all Nations fall call bleſſed, to 
whom ſhall be given the Heathen for his 
Inheritance. And in the third Stage, it is 
a Root of Feſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an 
Enſign of the People, to which the Gentiles 
ſhall feek, and <whoſe Reſt ſhall be glorious: 
It 


(26). - 

It is the Deſire of all Nations, the Lord 
whom ye ſeek, whom ye delight in, who 
hath Salvation, and ſpall ſpeak Peace unto 
the Heathen. Again: in the firſt Stage of 

Prophecy, the Prophet whom the Lord 
will raiſe up, and will put his Words in 
his Mouth, is in the next Stage, he of 
whom the Decree is declared, thou art 
my Son, this Day have I begotten thee ; 
who loveth Righteouſneſs and hateth 
 Wickeadneſs; whom God hath anointed 
with the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fel- 
lows. In the laſt Stage alſo he is the Perſon 
upon whom the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
reſt, his ele& in whom his Soul delighteth, 
upon whom he hath put his Spirit, who 
ſhall bring forth Fudgment unto Truth, for 


| J) whoſe Law the Iſles ſhall wait; he is 


THE LoRD OUR RIGHTEOUSNEss, and he 
Meſſiah the Prince, who ſhall bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Vet again: in 
the firſt Stage it is ſaid, there ſhall come a 
Star out of Jacob, and HE that ſhall have 
Dominion. In the ſecond: Thy Throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever; his Name 


ſhall endure for ever; the Lord ſaid unto .. 


my Lord, fit thou on my right hand. In 
the third: His Name jhall be called, Mon. 
Ws aerful, 


— 


100 
derful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 
everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, 
Of the Increaſe of his Government there 
ſhall be no end. Out of Bethlehem Ephra- 
tah ſhall he come forth unto me, that is to 
be Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe Goings forth 
have been from of old. One like the Son 
of Man came to the Ancient of Days, and 
there was given him Dominion, and Glory, 
and a Kingdom: His Dominion is an 
everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
away. Laſtly: It is worth obſerving, that 
the eminent Perſon ſpoken of in all theſe 


Prophecies is deſcribed throughout them 


by the ſame Mctaphor, In the firſt Stage 
it is ſaid, @ Sceptre, (or, as it is in the He. 
brew, a Rod) ball riſe out of Iſrael. In 
the ſecond, the Sceptre of thy Kingdom 
is a right Sceptre. In the third, there 
fall come forth a Rod of the Stem of eſle, 
and a Branch ſhall grow out of his Roots. 
He fhall grow up before him as a tender 
Plant, and as a Root out of a dry 
Ground. T will raiſe unto David à righ- 


teous Branch; Twill raife up for them, a 
Plant of Renown *. 


— 


dee Iſaiah iv. 2. Jerem. xxxiii. 15. Zechar. lit. 8. 


and vi. 1 2. 


Tus 


( 21) 


Tus are theſe Prophecies connected to- 
gether, and thus they mutually illuſtrate 
each other; ſo that the ſame Perſon muſt 
be meant by them all. For which reaſon 
they are to be conſidered as a- Syſtem: 
They are to be compared together, and the 
Reſult of the whole is the true Prophetick 
Evidence of the Meſſiah. A learned Scep- 
tick, who ſome Years ago took great pains 
to invalidate this Evidence; never conſiders 
the Prophecies together, but each one ſe- 
parately and independently; and moſt un- 
fairly calls upon the Defenders of Chriſtia- 
nity to produce out of the whole Number 
a compleat literal one, wherein the Meſ- 
fiah is fully foretold. Such a Demand is 
contrary to the very Nature of the thing. 
Becauſe the Prophecies are progreſſive, 
and gradually . declarative of the Meſſiah; 
and therefore it is not to be expected, 
that any ſingle Prophecy ſhould contain all, 
or even many of the Properties belonging 
to him. That Writer might as well have 
required of his Antagoniſts to demonſtrate 
the famous Pythagorean Theorem in Eu- 
clid without any regard to the Problems 
that go before ; or to demonſtrate the 

Problems 
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(22) 
Problems that follow and depend upon that 
Theorem, without any help from it. 


Bur to proceed: It is plain furthermore, 
that as the ſame Perſon is meant in all theſe 
Prophecics, ſo in all of them taken toge- 
ther he is very particularly deſcribed. It is 
expreſſly foretold from what Nation and 
Lineage he ſhould ariſe, at what time he 
ſhould appear, what he was to do, and 
what he was to ſuffer. The Gentleneſs of 
his Behaviour, and the Lowneſs of his 
Condition, the Miſeries of his Life, and the 
Ignominy of his Death, are at large ſet forth. 


Diſtinct Mention is made that he ſhould in- 


troduce a Covenant, that he ſhould be a Light 
to the Gentiles, that he ſhould die for the 
Tranſgreſſion of the People, and what is 
very material, that he ſhould work Miracles, 
and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 


Now let me ask, why 1s this Promiſe of 
the Mcſhah carried through ſuch a Length 
of Ages? Why is it ſo early begun, and 
fo ſlowly opened to Mankind? Ir is eaſy 
to perceive that the Authority of the Pro- 
phecics becomes hereby the more infallible 
and inconteſtable, and the Importance of 


the 


f (23) 
the Promiſe riſes the higher, Let me far- 
ther ask, why is the Meſſiah ſo often, ſo 


preciſely forcſhown, and ſo circumſtan- 


_ tially characterized? There is no room to 
doubt or deny, that this was done on 
purpoſe to engage the Attention of Man- 
kind, and to make the promiſed Redeemer 
the more diſtinguiſhable to them when he 
came. The Reality of the Deſign in both 
theſe Caſes is confirmed by the conſequent 
Effect. It being indiſputably manifeſt from 
Pagan as well as Fewiſb Hiſtory, that when 
the Date of theſe Prophecies was near ex- 
pired, (and that is the only proper Time to 
look for ſuch a thing) a very general Ex- 
pectation of an extraordinary Perſon ſoon 
to appear, prevailed in the World. So 
then laying all this together, I think I 
may fairly conclude that the true Meſſiah- 


ſhip or Chriſtianity muſt be founded on a 
. Correſpondence between the Prophecies 


foretelling and the Event foretold ; or 


which comes to the ſame, muſt be proved 


by this Argument. The Prophets at ſundry 
Times, and in divers Manners, having fore- 


7 [ + diſtintly deſcribed the Meſſiah, 


whoever is the Perſon foretold muſt have 
the Marks alſo forctold : But a Perſon in 
all 
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( 24 ) 


all reſpects ſo qualified is come: Therefore 


he is the promiſed Meſſiah. And this is 


the very Thing I undertook to prove from 


the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, that 
Chriſtianity muſt be founded on Argu- 
ment. 


I am next to ſhow from the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament, that Chriſtianity 
actually is ſo founded. 


Tur four firſt Books of the New Teſta- 
ment are an hiſtorical Relation of the Life, 
Death and Reſurrection of Feſus of Na- 
Sareth. The main Scope of the Writers 
is to point ont as they go along, a Con- 
formity between the Facts they deliver, and 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament. 
What great Streſs they lay upon thoſe 
Scriptures largely appears in the Expreſſions 
of Accompliſhment ſo often repeated. That 
it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
the Prophets : All this was done, that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
the Prophet. Then was fulfilled that 
which was ſpoken by the Prophet. In 
truth, the Reaſon why each of their Books 
is intituled The * is becauſe the Tranſ- 

actions 


5 . : > } 
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actions they ſet forth are a Completion of 
the antient Prophecies relating to the Meſ- 
Hah, and a Proof that he is come to preach 
the Goſpel, as 1/a:ah foretold. St. John 
in particular ſays expreſſly the Deſign 5d 
his Writing was to convince Men that 


Fus is the Meſſiah. Many other Signs: |c Joh 1 


31. 
truly did Jeſus in the preſence of . 388 
Diſciples, which are not written in this 
Book. But theſe are written that ye 


1 believe that Jeſus 15 he Cee the 


Bur to be more particular. The FTE 
ſent to the Virgin Mary ſays, her Son 
foall be great, and fall be called the Son Lake i. 
of the Higheſt————and of his King-*" ** 
dom there ſhall be no end. And another 
Angel ſent to the Shepherds tells them, a 
Saviour is born unto them, which is Chriſt —ii. 11 
the Lord. Both which Meſſages have a 
' manifeſt Reference to ſeveral Prophecies of Dan. ii. 


Daniel. The Voice alſo from Heaven, that; 44-96-48 


Ix. 24, 25. 


ſpake of Feſus, thou art my beloved Son, Marki.1t. 
in whom I am well pleaſed, undoubtedly 


correſponds with what the Pſalmiſt and 1 1 f 


Ifai. ix. 
T[aiah had prophetically delivered. 


Next 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(a ) 


Nexr comes the Preaching of hn the 
Baptiſt. And this is cxpretily 1 mentioned by 
the Angel to Zacharias, and by the Evan- 
geliſt St. Mark as an Accompliſhment of 

Malachi the Prophecies of Malachi and Iſaiah. 

my Many of the Children of Iſrael ſhall he 

| Lukei. turn to the Lord their God. And he ſball 
£0 before him in the Spirit and Power of 

Elias, to turn the Hearts of the Fathers to 

the Children, and the diſobedient to the 

Wiſdom of the juſt, to make ready a Peo- 

Mark i. 1, ple prepared for the Lord. The Beginning 

* 3 of the Goſpel of” Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 

Lai. xl. 3. Cod, as it is written in the Prophets, be- 
hold, I ſend my. Meſſenger before thy 
face, which ſhall prepare thy way before 

thee. The Voiceof one crying in the Wil. 
derneſs,” prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his Paths ſtraight. Accordingly 
we find the Baptift performing what the 
Prophet had foretold of him : He prepares 
the way for Feſus ; he aſſures the People 

that Jeſus is the Son of God, and that the 
9 of Heaven is at hand. 


AFTER the Baptiſt had ** his Atteſta- 
tion to Jeſus, and had fulfitled his Courſe, 
then 


(27) 
then Feſus himſelf entred upon the Exer- 
ciſe of his Meſliahſhip. And, it is very 
plain, he offers himſelf to the World as 
the Perſon foretold by the Prophets, and as 
having the Marks peculiar to that Cha- 
rafter. Thus he declares John the Baptiſt 
to be the Perſon of whom it is written, 
behold I ſend my Meſſenger before thy Mat. xi. 
face, which ſhall prepare thy way before © 
thee. And when the Chief Prieſts and 
Elders of the People ask him, by what 2 
thority he doth theſe things, he in Effect 
refers them to the Teſtimony of John. 
The Prophet Daniel moreover had pre- 
determined the Time when God the King a 2 i. 
of Heaven would ſet up a Kingdom, which®* 
ſhould never be deſiroyed, and when the 
Meſſiah ſhould come to cſtabliſh it. 7eſus 
accordingly begins with this Declaration, A 
the Time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of Marking) 
God is at hand. The ſame Prophet had faid 
the Meſſiah ſhould bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. And this Feſus performs 
by his Doctrine, by his Example and Suf- 
ferings, and by propoſing a future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments. Iſaiahb had 
thus propheſied : The Spirit of the Lord Ini. lxi. i. 
God is "_ me, becauſe the Lord hath 

E 2 anointed. 
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( 28.) 
anointed me to preach good Tidings unto 
the meek. And FJeſus, after reciting that 
_ 18 Prophecy, ſays to his Countrymen, this 
| day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
_ ﬆ. Ears. And to the Diſciples of John he 
mentions the fulfilling of that Prophecy as 
an evident Token of his Meſſiahſnip. The 
ſame Prophet ſpoke thus of the Days of the 
* Meſſiah: Then the Eyes of the blind ſhall 
be opened, and the Ears of the deaf ſhall | 
be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame Man 
leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the 
dumb ſhall ſr . All which Jeſus actually 
fulfils by working Miracles for the Confir- 
mation of his Authority. Many other 
Things likewiſe the Prophets foretold of the 
Meſſiah, which we find accompliſhed in the 
Holy Jeſug. For inſtance, that he ſhould 
come of the Seed of David, and out of the 
Town of Bethlehem, that he ſhould ſuffer 
a ſhameful Death, ſhould be honourably 
buried, and riſe again the third Day. 


IN all theſe Paſſages the Prophecies are 
repreſented to have their Completion in 

Feſus of Nazareth. But beſides that, we 
3 iv. find him in the Evangeliſts avowedly taking 
Mark xiv. the Title of Meſſiah upon himſelf; as in 
| his 


(29) 

his Converſation with the Woman of Sa- 
maria, and in his Examination before the 
High Prieſt. We find him alſo frequently 
affirming it to be a thing abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, that what was written of the Meſſiah 
ſhould be punctually fulfilled 3 as in the 
Texts following. Thinkeſt thou that 1 pony 1 
cannot now pray to my Father, and he 54, 56. 
ſhall preſently give me more than twelve 
Legions of Angels? But how then ſhall 

the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it 

muſt be? - All this was done, that 

the Scriptures of the Prophets might be 
fulfilled. The Son of Man indeed goeth Mark xiv. 
as it is written of him. 1 was daily 0 
with you in the Temple, teaching, and ye 

took me not : but the Scriptures muſt be 
fulfilled. Then he took unto him the Luke 
twelve, and ſaid unto them, behold we go 3 
up to Jeruſalem, and all things that are 
written by the Prophets concerning the 

Son of Man ſhall be accompliſhed. I ſay unto i 
. you, that this that is written, muſt yet bes! 

accompliſhed in me, and he was reckoned 
among the Tranſzreſſors : for the things 
concerning me have an end. And after 

his ReſurreQion he takes particulat Care to 
inform his Diſciples how the Scriptures were 
fulfilled 


(30) 

fulfilled i in him, and of what high moment 

| _ it was they ſhould be ſo fulfilled. Then he 

ps ogy ” ſaid unto them, O Fools, and flow of 
heart to believe all that the Prophets 
have ſpoken. Ought not Chriſt to have 
ſuffered theſe things, and to enter into 
his Glory ? And beginning *at Moſes, 
and all the Prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the &. W the things 

” „ 45 concerning himſelf. And he ſaid 
anto them, theſe are the Words which I 
ſpake unto you, while 1 was yet with you; 
that all things muſt be fulfilled which 
were written in the Law of Moſes, and 
in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms con- 
cerning me. Then opened he their Un- 
derſtanding, that they might underſtand 
the Scriptures, and ſaid unto them, thus 
it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt 


to ſuffer, and to rife Pu the dead the 
Third day. 
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Bur to purſue this Matter to its utmoſt 
Extent, it is moreover to be obſerved that 
the Preaching of the Apoſtles al ſo is clearly 

founded on the Prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
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ment. They begin with the ſame Declara- * 
1 tion that John the Baptiſt and their Maſter 
| Fn did, 
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did, the K "EPI of Heaven is at hand, 
and with the ſame Conformity to the Pro- 
phecy of Daniel. And throughout the 
whole Book of their Acts we find the main 
Drift-of their Preaching always is to prove. 
the Accompliſhment of the Scriptures in N 
Feſus of Nazareth: Thus ſpeaks St. Pe- 

ter upon ſeveral Occaſions : Thoſe as Ads — 
which God before had ſhewed by the 
Mouth of all his Prophets, that. brit 
ſpould ſuffer, he hath ſo ful filled. — . 
| The Times of Reſtitution of all things, 
which God hath ſpoken by the Mouth of 
all his holy Prophets ſince the Warld be- 
gan, To him give all the Prophets wit-—x* 43- 
neſs. In like manner St. Paul: They that iii 
dwell at Jeruſalem, and their Rulers, be-; 3 
cauſe they knew him not, nor yet the Reg 
Voices of the Prophets. — They have 3 
fulfilled them in condemuing him. | 
And when they had fulfilled all that WAS 
writtenof him, they took him down from 
the Tree. And we declare unto you 


glad Tidings, how that the Promiſe which 

was madeunto the Fathers, God hath ful 

filled the ſame unto us their Children, in 

that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again. Paul 3 
reaſoned with them out of the Scriptures, * 


opening 


2 Tim. 
15. 


Acts xxvi. 


John v. 
Jo 


; Can) 

opening and alledging, that Chrift muſt 
needs have ſuffered, and riſen again from 
the dead, and that this Jeſus whom 1 
preach unto you, is Chriſt. I continue 

unto this day witneſſmg both to ſmall 
and great, ſaying none other things, than 
thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did 
ſay ſhould come: that Chrift ſhould ſuffer, 
and that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould 
riſe from the dead, and ſpould ſhow Light 
unto the People, and unto the Gentiles. 


_— He expounded and teſtified the K ingdom 


of God, perſuading them concerning Jeſus, 


both out of the Law T Moſes, * out of 
1 ET | 


Hann let me n that as 70 and his 
Apoſtles deduce Chriſtianity from the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, ſo they declare 
thoſe Scriptures to be the proper Means of 
forming a true Chriſtian Faith. Had ye 
believed Moſes, ſays Jeſus, ye would have 
believed me, for he wrote of me. And St. 
Paul to Timothy : That from a Child thou 
haſt known the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, 


through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Ut, 


LET 


( 33.) \ 


Hs me yy OM add, that Jeſus 8 his 
Apoſtles | in. ſeveral of the Paſlages cited ex- 
tend the Prophecies relating to tlie Meſſiah 
to the early Times from which they are de- 
duced above. The ſame is done by Zacha- 
rias : The Lord God of Iſracl—hath raiſed Take i 
up an Horn of Salvation for us in the 
Houſe of his Servant David, as he ſpake 
by the Mouth of his holy Prophets, which \ 
have been ſince the World began. And by | 
the Diſciple Philip: Mie have found him Jomi.s; 
of whom Moſes in the Law, and the Pro- 
phets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth. 


THvs have we the intire Authority of the 
four Goſpels, and of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, wherein the Riſe and Propagation of 
Chriſtianity are related; uniformly con- 
ſpiring to found it on one grand Argument. 
The Angels ſent to the Virgin Mary, and 
to the Shepherds, John the Baptiſt, our Sa- 
viour himſelf, and his Apoſtles, all make 
Chriſtianity a Conſequence, and a Comple- 
tion of the Prophecics of the Old Teſtament. 
From one End to the other of the five ; 
Books mentioned, Proof is continually 
offered that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and the 


| Proof 
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Proof offered is the exact Correſpondence 
between the antecedent Declarations of the 
Prophets, and the conſequent. TranſaQtions 
of Feſus of Nazareth. Upon the Strength 
of which evident Facts and Authorities, 1 
may now, I think, ſecurely conclude, and 
to you, Gentlemen, offer the Concluſion as 
a juſt one, that Chriſtianity is founded on 
Argument. But becauſe there are ſome 
Objections, which ſeem immediately to af. 
fect what is above delivered; thoſe I muſt 
remove, before I proceed as at firſt 1 pro- 
poſed. | 


Ir may be faid, that Jeſus expreſlly for- 
bids his Diſciples to declare him to be the 
Chriſt, and charges ſeveral of the Perſons 
healed by him not to publiſh his miraculous 
Cures ; which appears inconſiſtent with 
proving his Authority from the Accompliſh- 
ment of the Prophecies. But it hath becn 
already ſhown that Zeſ#s took the Cha- 
rater of Meſſiah upon himſelf: And now 
may be added, that when he commands his 
Diſciples not to publiſh his Claim to that 
Character, he is far from diſclaiming it. 
And as to his Miracles; Words cannot be 
fuller than his own are, to ſet forth the 

great 


635 | 
great Moment they arc of towards the Eſta- 
bliſhment.. of his Authority. The ſame 8 v. 
Works. that. I do, bear witneſs of me, 2 
that the Father hath ſent me. The Works - —. 27 
that I do in my Fathers Name, they 25 
bear witneſs of me. If 1 do not the 


Works of my. Father, believe me not. Tf xu 24. 


I had not done among them the Works 
which none other Man did, they had not 
bad Sin... Now ſince Feſus takes upon him 
the Character of Meſſiah, abd makes his 
Miracles eſſentially neceſſary to the Support 
of that Character, and yet forbids neverthe- 
leſs his Meſſiahſhip and his Miracles to be 
publiſhed, what is the. natural Inference to 
be drawn from thence? Why ſurely that 
there were certain temporary Reaſons of 
Expedience for that Concealment. Wiſe 
Reaſons indeed there were, which are ſome- 
times expreſlly mentioned, and are always 
to be collected from the Circumſtances re- 
lated: For inftance: When Feſus rharged Mat. wi. 
his Diſciples, that they could tell no 
Man that he was Telus the Chrift, the 
| Reaſon is immediately ſubjoincd : From 
that time forth began Jeſus to ſhew unto 
his Diſciples, how that he muſt go unto 
Waden and ſuffer many things of the 
F 2 Elders, 
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Elders, and Chief Prieſts, and Scribes, 
and be killed, and be raiſed again the 


third Day. The Fews had conceived a 
ſtrong Prejudice, that the promiſed Meſ- 


ſiah was to exert himſelf like a mighty Con- 
queror, and to reſtore the Kingdom again 


Matt. x11. 


whom my Soul is well pleaſed : 1 will put 


to Iſrael in a way of woridly Dominion: 
Whereforc had they heard Jeſus preached as 


the Meſſiah by Name, and at the ſame time 


heard that he was a Man of mean Condition, 
to be rejected by their Rulers, and to ſuf- 
fer an ignominious Death, they would have 

thought it a hard Saying not to be born. 
For this was really the Caſe of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, and of St. Peter very remarka- 
bly. This ſeems to be the true Reaſon 
why in publiſhing the Goſpel, Jeſus is not 
directly declared to be the Meſſiah ; but 
only the Kingdom of Heaven is ſaid to be 
at hand. Again; when great Multitudes 


followed Jeſus, and he healed them all, 


and charged them that they ſhould not 
make "him known, this, ſays the Text, was 
done in onformity to a Prophecy, that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
Eſaias the Prophet, ſaying, Behold my S, 
vant whom ] have choſen, my beloved, in 


My 
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(37) OT, 
my Spirit upon him, and he ſtall fnew- 
Judgment unto the Gentiles. He ſball 
not ſtrive, nor ery, neither ſball any Man 
hear his Voice in the Streets. Several 
other Reaſons are urged, by Authors who 
have treated of the Subject, why Jeſus 
ſometimes, for he did it not always, ordered 
his Miracles to be concealed. But for the 
ſake of Brevity, I chuſe not to trouble 
you with them here. 


ANorhExN Objection is the ſpeedy Propa- 
gation of Chriſtianity, and the ſudden Con- 
verſion of Multitudes of People; which 
ſeems owing to ſome other Cauſe than an 
argumentative Method of Conviction. Cer- 
tain it is, that many Perſons embraced the 
Goſpel upon ſhort Application of Jeſus and 

his Apoſtles. But who were. the Perſons? 
Were they not Fews, who kntw what their 
Prophets had foretold of the Meſſiah; who 
knew the Date of the Prophecies was ex- 
pired, and were then actually in full Expecta- 
tion of his Appearance? Ever ſince the In- 
troduction of the Synagogue- Worſhip, the 
Fews in general were become learned in 

the Scriptures; and as they bore in Mind 
what was there foretold, it was a Matter 


of 


( z3 50 

of ſmall Difficulty and quick Diſpatch, to 
compare the Prophecies with their reſpec- 
tive Events. The Fame of Feſus was ſpread 
over the whole Country, and the Actions 
of his Life, and their Correſpondence to 
the Prophecies, were doubtleſs every where 
a Topickof Converſation. By which Means, 
Men came well prepared to the preaching 
| of the Goſpel; and when they ſaw the Mi- 
Wh racles wrought, and heard the Doctrine 
| taught, and the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
phecies repreſented to them; they could 
not long reſiſt the nn Force of ſuch 
Evidence. 
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aj [ I MmvsT now ſhow in the laſt Place, | that 
y i | the Argument, on which Chriſtianity is 
/ | | | founded, is concluſive, and that the Faith 
11'S in Feſts Chrif i is a rational Faith. 
1 W 
* A Train of Propliecies A 
11 forctelling the Meſſiah through thouſands 
I i 1 of Years, and in all Circumſtances fulfilled, 
| 4 | muuſt infallibly diſtinguiſh the Perſon to 
| 1 | whom that Character belongs, and at the 
i . | 2 ſame time eſtabliſh, beyond Doubt, his Di- 
1 vine Authority. For nothing leis than that 
| 1 ſovyereign Providence, which ordereth all 
ij I things 
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things both in Heaven and Earth, is able to 
produce ſuch a Coincidence of Predictions 


and Accompliſhments. An artful Impoſtor 


perhaps might, for a while, ſucceſsfully coun- 


terfeit the Meſſiahſhip: He might, in ſome 
few Reſpects, fulfil the Prophecies and de- 
ceive the Incautious. But the Power of 
any mere Man, or of all Men, is utterly 
unable to make ſo much as a near Approach 
towards finiſhing that high Prophetick Cha- 


| rafter. Let the Unbeliever, that thinks 


otherwiſe, explain what Poſſibility there” is 
for any human Foreſight, or Contrivance, 
to provide that a Man ſhall be born at a cer- 
tain Time, at a certain Place, and of a cer- 
tain Lineage; that he ſhall deliver to the 
World Doctrine ſingularly excellent, and 


actually work Miracles; that he ſhall ſuffer 


Death as a Malefactor, and yet be interred 
with Honour. I conceive, there is no Scep- 
tick hardy enough to aſſert that ſuch Events 
as theſe are to be aſcertained by any mere 
human Agency; neither can I ſcruple to 
conclude, that wherever they appear, they 
neceſſarily imply a providential Co- opera- 
tion of Heaven. Wherefore, when Jeſus 
derives, as he conſtantly does, his Claim to 


the Meſſiahſhi P, and conſequently his Divine 
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Authority from the exact Agreement be- 
tween the antient Prophecies and the Tranſ- 
actions of his Life and Death, he in Effect 
founds it upon an Argument, and agen an 
Argument plain and ſure. 


Hxxcx 1 may, with the better Aſſurance, 
venture to ſhow at large, that the Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt is a rational Faith. For what 


is the Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; ? Is it not a full 


Belief that Feſus of Nazareth is the true 
Lord Meſſiah ſent from Heaven o make re- 
conciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs? And if I have 


produced, as I truſt I have, Evidence ſuffi- 


ciently ſtrong to ground that Belief upon, 
have I not good Reaſon to receive and 
maintain it, and is not my Faith, by unde- 
niable Conſequence, a rational Faith? A- 
gain: If I have good Reaſon to believe Je- 
ſus to be the Chriſt, have I not good Rea- 
ſon alſo to regard his Authority, as the very 
Authority of God himſelf; to embrace his 
Doctrine, depend upon his Promiſes, and 
obey his Precepts? And is not this practical 
Faith of mine cqually rational with my for- 
mer * one? 


IT 


(4 ) 


Ir muſt be confeſſed however, there are 
things delivered in the New Teſtament, which 
could not have been diſcovered by human 
Underſtanding, neither can they be fully com- 
prehended by it now they are diſcovered. But 
vhat then? The Faith whereby they are to be 
received, is nevertheleſs a rational Faith. For 
they are to be believed npon the Authorit 
of the Relator firſt proved and acknowledged 
to be Divine. For Example: The utmoſt , 
Stretch of human Thought could never have 
| | attained to ſuch a Knowledge of a future 
Judgment, as the Goſpel affords. That 
FJeſus Chrift ſhall be the Judge, that he | 
ſhall judge the whole World, that Rewards. 
and Puniſhments everlaſting ſhall follow his 
Sentence, are Points of Faith depending 
upon the Autherity of him -who brought 
; Life and Immortality to Light. But then 
— | Reaſon is at hand with her Verdict, that 
the Authority hath the genuine Sanction of 
Heaven. In like manner, that the World 
was made by Jeſus Chrift, is a Fact not 
to be found out by any Wit of Man, nor 
to be fully underſtood now it is declared 
| in Holy Writ. Yet this, Reaſon tells us, 
. 18 3 an Object of Faith, and = 
8 worthy | 
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worthy of all Acceptation, becauſe the 
_Apoſtles have delivered it, who received 
their Commiſſion from the Lord Jeſur, 
and confirmed ir by Signs following. 


FAITH indeed is mentioned in the New 
Teſtament, with Expreſſions of Praiſe due 
only to things of the greateſt. Value. And 
it is very deſervedly ſo recommended to us; 
becauſe it is of the laſt Importance to our 

Salvation, and becauſe it is a moral Virtue 

which we may cultivate in our ſelves, and 
ought to cultivate. No Man can enter into 
the Kingdom of Chriſt without Faith. He 
muſt believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt; and 
to that End, he muſt believe that the World 
is governed by the Providence of God, and 
that the Concat enation of Prophecies and 
Completions, whereby the Meſſiahſhip of 
Jeſus is proved, was owing to the Appoint- 

ment and Direction of Heaven. He muſt 
alſo believe the Doctrine and the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, as being altogether neceſſary 
to good Chriſtian Practice. Mean time this 
Faith is, in every Inſtance, a rational Faith, 
and worthy of our Aſſent: Were it other- 
wiſe, it would be no better than Credulity. 
It hath not indeed ſenſible and demonſtra- 
tive 


Toy 
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tive Certainty, neither can have without” 


loſing its very Nature and Name. But it is 


ſupported nevertheleſs, by Probability and 


moral Certainty, which is the main Guide 


of human Life. The Truths each Indivi- 
dual certainly knows, are but few; and it 


is upon Faith directed by wiſe Conſideration, 
and a due Uſe of Reaſon, that our moſt im- 
portant Intereſts actually do and muſt de- 


pend. There cannot be ſuch a thing as Re- 


ligion without Faith; neither can the pub- 


lick and private Happineſs of Mankind flou- 
riſh without Religion. Faith therefore is 
undoubtedly a moral Virtue, which we 
_ ought to cultivate in our Breaſts, regulating 
it by the Light of Reaſon, that it may not 


be withheld from proper Objects by Scepti- 


ſciſm, nor applied to _—_ ones by Su- 
= perſtition. 


Br this Time, I ſuppoſe,” it is a manifeſt 
Truth that CHRISTIANITY is AN APPEAL TO 


THE REASON oF MANKIND, and that the 
matter of 4 alen, whether the Prophecies 


of the Old Teſtament are fulfilled in Feſus 
of Nazareth or not. Such the Goſpel re- 
ally is in its very Nature, and ſuch it is un- 


derſtood to be by Jeſus and his Apoſtles 
8 when 
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1 (44) 
when they deliver themſelves thus. Jeſus 
_ himſelf ſpeaking to the unbelieving Fews ; 
John v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal Life, and they are they 
which teſtify of me. St. Late of the Be- 
Acts xvii. reans: Theſe were more noble than thoſe 
in Theſſalonica, in that they received the 
Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily whether thoſe 
_ x things were ſo. St. Paul: I ſpeał as to 
wiſe Men; judge ye what I ſay. Prove 
1 Thelv- / things: hold faſt that whith is good. 
1Per. iii, St. Peter: Be ready always to give an 
„% Anſwer to every Man, that asheth you a 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in you. And 
1 John ĩv. St. Jahn: Believe not every Spirit, but 
| try the Spirits whether they are of God. 
Bur 44 perhaps, Gentlemen, you will 
be ready to thank me for a Concluſion, 
which ſeems to juſtify your own Conduct. 
For if Chriſtianity be indeed an Appeal to 
the Reaſon of Mankind, of what great Ho- 
nour may you count your ſelves worthy, 
who have raiſed ſo many Diſputes, and cauſed 
ſo many Books to be written upon it? You 
will be apt to ſay to your ſelves, ſince that 
is fo very reaſonable a Religion, the more 
90 EZ 7 
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it is examined, the more will its Reaſons 
ableneſs appear, and the more extenſive will 


its Influence be : What we have done is theres 


fore meritorious. To this I can in part agree. 


Ves, Gentlemen, the Credibility of the 
Goſpel hath improved and will yet im- 
prove by Examination, provided the Exa- 
mination be intelligent, impartial, and con- 
ducted, as every ſerious Subject ſhould be, 


with Seriouſneſs. On the other hand, Re- 


ligion in general, whether natural or re- 
vealed, will certainly be more or leſs weaken- 


ed, if religious Controverſies are managed 


either careleſſſy or ludicrouſly. Indiſcreet 
Diſputes or Writings concerning Chriſti- 
anity muſt be ſo far from advancing it, 
that they can only ſerve to depreciate it. 
And I could wiſh it were well conſidered, 
that every one who can ſpell Engliſh, is not 
properly qualified to write upon that im- 
portant Subject. The Goſpel is indeed a 
moſt rational Scheme, worthy of Heaven 
to propoſe, and of Man to accept. But 
what then? Can it be expected that every 
Man will fully inform himſelf of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of rhe Chriſtian Faith, who un- 
dertakes to write upon it? In the Frame of 


the Natural World, and the Government 


of the Moral, it is aotorioug Matter of Fact, 
that 


— — - - =_ 
L 8 — — —— — — 0 — — 0 
— — - — — 
* _ " SI _ = , _— 
* - — — = — 
— — — * * by — 2 __ 2 S — — — tel 
8 _ _ _ 
* 3 N 9 
— — > * — * 3 6 
— ==, 22 — ite WA X od — _ 5 — E b = 4 — : Y 
22 — 2 9 ö »; Þ-E 5 % : — _ 4 — — . 5 * - — by — — 
N 2 8 2 _ > hs — — — : = 

＋ e k — — — 0 - — — I 3 — — — 
* 7 2 a : - — 2 — _——_— 2 — — 5 l 
bag - — — +. r — 3 > - — ———— àB — = 0. 
N 8 FE — —— 

% WF - . - - 

* 5 Z q — n f 

— — — — — 2 — wm K — * = — - — 1 — — — — — — 8 
- — A — 2 —_— - — = — A —— = = 2 TSS 
b- <A. — — — —2j — = — —— 7 : —— — = — — — — 
? . he a | 8 
* 


e 


CI 
. 


- oo 


(46) 
that Providence hath been often charged 
fooliſhly, and the.very Perfection of Beauty 
and Order, hath been miſtaken for Con- 
fuſion. And the ſame thing hath been done, 
and probably will continue to be done 
againſt the Goſpel: What is its real Glory, 
hath been many a time objected as its Diſ- 
grace, by thoſe who for want of skill in 
Language and Antiquity, as well as for 
want of Conſideration, took Ignorance and 
Prejudice for their Guides. Sir T1/aac 
Newton's Principia is undoubtedly a very 
rational Book, but it was nevertheleſs de- 
ſpiſed, till a Cotes aroſe to declare the Se- 
crets of that conſummate Philoſopher. And 
at this very Day, how few even of thoſe 
who undertake to lay open his noble Sy- 
ſtem to the World, are intimately acquaint- 
ed with it? The Laws of our Country, I ſup- 


poſe, are founded in Reaſon, and the emi- 


nently learned in thoſe Laws can ſhow forth 
the Wiſdom of them in its full Strength: 
But it is not therefore for every one who 
knows how to ſet Types or write News, 
to comment on Statutes and judicial Pro. 
ceedings. And why ſhould it be preſumed 
ſo much an caſicr Task to determine in 
Matters of Religion, than in Matters of 
Philoſophy or Law? Bur 
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Bur to all this, I fancy, you will reply 
by asking how Religion can ſuffer by pro- 
phane or atheiſtical Books? Or what real 
Injury can be done to Chriſtianity by the 
Miſrepreſentations of Antichriſtian Au- 
thors? What! you will ſay, are there not 
Muiniſters of the Goſpel enow, and cannot 
they guard it againſt Sophiſtry and Ca- 
lumny ? If impertinent Objectors miſtake, 
it is the Part of thoſe learned Advocates to 
rectify. True, Gentlemen: I grant that is 
their Part, and J aſſert they have well per- 
formed that Part. Vet that is by no means 
an Antidote adequate to the Poiſon. When 
Stink pots are thrown into the Church, In- 
cenſe itſelf will not perfectly ſweeten it. 
To prove the Lye is not enough to ſtop the 
'Defamation. A licentious Pamphlet high 
ſeaſoned with Ridicule and Railing ſhall 
fly ſwift from one Corner of the Land to 
[the other, -and raiſe Prejudices, Suſpicions, 
and Averſions, which the utmoſt Efforts of 
Truth ſhall ſcarce ever be able to overcome. 
The Reaſon is obvious. The Objections, 
and thoſe perhaps very artful ones, muſt fall 
into the Hands of many who cannot give 
Anſwers themſelves, nor ſee the Anſwers 
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that are given; and into the Hands of o- 


thers, who will not regard the Anſwers if 
they happen to come in their way. They 
will not regard them; becauſe when Reli- 
gion is againſt any Men, and againſt ſome 


it will be to the End of the World, they 


will be very apt to be againſt Religion ; and 
to argue in its Behalf can avail little to 
them whoſe Paſſions are already bribed to 
condemn it, Feſus Chriſt in ſhort is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, and his Go- 
ſpel may be, and ought to be vindicated ; 


yet ſurely this muſt be granted, that thoſe 

who attack it will often be better heard than 
thoſe who defend it, becauſe his Kingdom 
is not of this World. What I have now 


been ſaying, is not to be underſtood, as in- 


deed it is not meant, to affect the Liberty 


of the Preſs. My only Aim is to perſuade 
both Writers and Readers to be more cau- 
tious, the former of vilifying the Religion 
of their Country, the latter of belle das 
their Report. 


NoTwWITHSTANDING the Certainty of the 


Fact that Chriſtianity is founded on Argy- 


ment, it is much to be feared that the Rail- 
lery which hah been employed to cvince 
the 
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the contrary, hath already deluded many, 


and will yet delude more. A Moral Philo. 


ſopher, (for ſo I compliment him as mo- 
deſtly as he compliments himſelf) hath lately 
taken upon him in Word to conſider the 
Reſurrection of eſus; but in Deed to deter- 


mine that an Event of the laſt Importance, 
ſtrongly -atteſted, firmly believed in every 
Time and Place of the Chriſtian Church, is 


all a Cheat. And I verily think this Con- 
ſiderer, even this who is of a Glaſs many 
Removes below the other, ſufficient to in- 


duce negligent Chriſtians to imagine their 


Faith is vain, and the Preaching of their 


Miniſters is vain alſo. Fer if it be firſt al- 
lowed that his Quotations are fair, his Con- 


ſtructions grammatical, and his Inferences 


logical, he may then be allowed to have 


wrote to ſome purpoſe: And it happens 
lyckily; for him, that not one in a dozen 


of vulgar Readers can diſtinguiſh his right 


Quotations, Conſtructions and Concluſions 
from his wrong ones. Theſe Authors, Gen. 
tlemen, (with real Concern I ſee and own 


it) have been but too ſucceſsful in decrying 


the Chriſtian Faith. They have certainly 


wounded the Reputation of the Goſpel, 


though they have not done 4 it by the Truth 
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of their Poſitions or the Strength of their 
Arguments. What Good is to be done 
by this Oppoſition, they who write, and you 
who patronize, would do well to conſider, 
to conſider with ſerious Attention. For IT 
can lay before you many and great Evils, 
(and doubtleſs many more there are un- 


'. known to me) which neccflarily ariſe from 
ſuch Inſults upon Chriſtianity; and I ſhall 
here lay them before you, that you may 


have an Opportunity of knowing how much 
the Good you do is overbalanced by the 


I QuesrT10N not, Gentlemen, but yon 


will be ready to own, what you daily enjoy, 


the Benefits of ſocial Virtue and Civil Life. 
And to every Book of the New Teſtament, 
or even to your own Conſciences, I dare 
refer you for Proof, that the Happineſs of 
Society is in a very ſingular Manner pro- 

moted by the Goſpel. You cannot but re- 
member how frequently a general Benevo- 
lence to Mankind is required; how expreſly 


Matt. xii, With this high Encomium, that it is mort 


33. 


than all whole burnt-Offerings and Sacri- 


hs, Fires, and the End of the Commandment : 


That publick Spirit, which is eſſential to 


the 


the 


71 


the Well-being of every Polity, is recom- 
mended to us, as by ſeveral noble Precepts 


of the Apoſtles, ſo by the Example of Chr:/t 


himſelf, who went about doing good, and 


by his Exhortation to make our Light ſo 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our 
good Works. In the Conduct of our ſelves 


we are taught to be temperate in all things; 


in our Behaviour towards others to make 


our Moderation known unto all Men, Obe- 


dience to Government, without which, 
Order cannot ſubſiſt in any Community, is 

by many expreſs Commands and affection- 
ate Exhortations injoined. Theſe arc Doc- 
trines of vaſt Moment towards ſecuring the 
Proſperity of Civil Socicty, and they are 
certainly evangelical Doctrines. They come 
not to us merely as Counſels of Human Wiſ⸗ 
dom, neither do they reſt on Human Au- 
thority. No: They are delivered to us by 


him, who taught as one having Authority, Matt. wi. 
and not as the Scribes; whole Doctrine“ 
was not his own, but Hls that ſent him. John vii 


Prophecies fulfilled, and Miracles wrought, '* 


prove their Divine Authority ; and future 


Rewards and Puniſhments declared by that 


Authority, inforce Obedience to them. 


Ways is it then you do by all your Attempts 
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to diſcredit the Goſpel? It is this; though, 


1 hope, undeſignedly: You weaken the 
Authority of Chriſt, which inforces Doc- 
trines moſt uſeful to the general Welfare 
of Mankind, moſt friendly to your, own 
particular Happineſs. 


Bur I expect you will defend yourſelves 


by acknowledging: theſe Doctrines to be 


good and profitable unto Men, -and yet de- 
nying the Neceſlity of any external Revela- 


tion to teach and authorize them, becauſe 


they make Part of Natural Religion, and 
arc ſufficiently diſcoverable by Human Rea- 
ſon. That there is a Natural Religion, I 
am as willing to allow as you to contend 
but I muſt at the ſame time affirm, that 
Men have hitherto widely diſagreed about 
its Doctrines and Sanctions. Set aſide the 
Holy Scriptures, and I can defy you to pro- 
duce any Pandect of the Religion of Na- 
ture. However; you perhaps may think 
your ſelves able to compile one, though 
none hath yet been compiled; and there- 
fore I will ſuppoſe you aſſembled in a ge- 


\ neral Council for that Work. I will even 


compliment you with this very improbable 
Suppoſition, that you ſhall be all fo wiſe 


as 


a 


(53), | 
as to concur in your Sentiments of Natural - 
Religion, and to compoſe a Syſtem which 
you ſhall all approve. Nay; to go as far 
as I can in your Fayour, I will ſuppoſe the 
Code of Religion you ſhall agree upon, to 
be confirmed by aLegiſlative Conſent. And 
when you have done all you can your ſelyes, 
and after all is done for you that can be 
done by Men, in the Name of Truth, what 


will the whole amount to? Juſt to this: THE 


OPINION OF. MANY MEN CONCERNING 
RELIGION. And can you poſlibly believe, 
your Opinion hpwever ratified will operate 
on Mankind like an Authoritative Revela- 
tion? Will your Opinion be an active Prin- 
ciple ruling in the Hearts of Men, at all 


Times exerting itſelf in Private as well as in 


Publick ? Can your Opinion raiſe the Hopes 
and alarm the Fears of Men; can they ſet 
them above all the Severities of Adverſity 
and Perſecution, and make them honeſt 
againſt the Temptations of preſent Intereſt? 
Far otherwiſe, Gentlemen: Every Man 
will think as well of his Reaſon as you do 
of yours; and your Cobweb Definitions will 
be very weak Guards againſt the Violence 
of Intereſt and Paſſion. I beg leave there- 
fore to make this Propoſal to you; That 

| when 
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' when you have next an Opportunity to 


diſhonour Chriſtianity, you would conſider, 
before you uſe it, whether you have any 


thing better, or even ſo good to ſubſtitute 


in the room of chat Religion. 


HUMAN ITT too, methinks, might ſug- 
geſt a Conſideration to you ſufficient to re- 
bate your Eagerneſs, when you go about to 
ridicule or cenſure the Goſpel. For what 
is it you make ſo free with? The very thing 
which many People value beyond their 
Lives and Fortunes. And what is it all 
your Objections do? They raiſe Scruples 


in Minds to which the Faith of Chriſt hath 


given Reſt. They darken the glorious Pro- 
ſpect into Futurity, which ſooths the Cares 
and alleviates the Sorrows of the Faithful. 


Bur let me farther repreſent to you, that 
your Conduct is contrary to the Practice of 
the moſt civilized Countries; contrary to 
the Maxims of the moſt renowned Poets, 
Philoſophers and Legiſlators. Although 
they had not a true Religion; yet in this, I 
think, they were unanimous, that a National 
Religion was neceſlary, and to be had in Re- 
verence. Where do you find the Philoſophers 
4 of 
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of antient Greece or Rome, whoſe Writings 


are come down to us with ſo much Ho- 


nour, where do you ever find them ſpend- 
ing their Wir againſt the Religion of their 
Country? Eook into Homer or Virgil, 
and ſee if they do not pay great Regard 
to the Rites then in Uſe. Horace him- 
ſelf, the Courtier and the Epicurean, de- 


clares the Religion and the Glory of his 


Country muſt ſtand or fall together: Hur 
omne Principium, huc refer Exitum. The 
celebrated Hiſtorians likewiſe avow the 
fame Maxim,. and illuſtrate it by Facts. 


And let me tell you, Gentlemen, Good 


Senſe is always the ſame, invariable as 
the Nature of Man and of Things, To 
endcavour to undermine Chtiſtianity, be 
aſſured, is to ſhake the Foundations of 


Piety and Publick Worſhip, without which 


it is impoſſible Publick Virtue ſhould 


ſtand; As faſt as Chriſtian Faith _ 
fo faſt will Regard to Temperance, to 

Juſtice, to Government, to the Temmen 
Weal decay likewiſe. And 1 mult add 
-withal, what '1 believe you little expect, 
that by ſome raſh Attacks which have 
been made upon the Goſpel, Proteſtantiſm 
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ſmarts in its very Vitals. That the Bible is 


not adapted to Human Reaſon, that Chri- 


ſtianity is not founded on Argument, hath 
been publickly maintained in this Land of 
Reformation. And how will the Mother 
of Superſtitions rejoice to hear it? How 
will the Sons of Loyola triumph? We 


are juſtified, they. will ſay, in guarding the 


Scriptures from the Curioſity of buſy Rea- 
ſoners: We ſupport Faith, as we ought to 
do, not by Reaſon, but by the Infallibility 
of the Church. See yhat your Proteſtant 
Cauſe is come to! See to what fine Pur- 


poſe yon have reformed! 


Hiraxnto, Gentlemen, J have confined 
myſelf to temporal Conſiderations only: 


But I muſt conclude with far more impor- 


tant ones, how willing ſoever you may be 
to. ſtop here. For I believe all the Pro- 
miſes of God in Jeſus Chriſt are yea, and 
Have Hope towards God that there ſpall 
be a Reſurrection of the Dead. And in 
this Confidence I exhort you not to re- 
ceive the Grace of God in vain, not to 
.negle& ſo great Salvation. 15 that turn 
many to aaa Joall ſhine as the 
Stars 


them that are entring to go in. 
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Stars for ever and euer. Think therefore \ 


how. infinitely better it is to live for ever 


with ſuch glorified Spirits, than to be of 
the Number of thoſe, who ſpur up the 
Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men; who 


neither go in themſelves, neither ſuffer 
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